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(B) AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims in accordance with the following complete listing of all 
claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A system for accessing and storing data pertaining 
to inspection and maintenance of an equipment unit, said system comprising: 

(a) a portable computing device having a memory and a user interface 
whereby a user may enter user-defined data and commands into said 
memory: 

(b a) one or more memory buttons, each ooid memory button boing adaptod to 
pormit olootronio otoiogo of data therein^ and to pomait reading of data 
otorod thoroin comprising: 

b. 1 a read-write memory chip, said memory chip having stored therein 
a unique and unalterable identification number, and 

b.2 an armoured container encasing the memory chip and comprising 
contact means electrically connected to the memory chip : 

(c h) a memory button probe, said probe being adaptod for tranofoiring data to, 
and fo p reading data otorod in» tho oaid one or moro momory buttona 
electronically connectable to the portable computing device by means of a 
first data link, said memory button probe having contact means adapted 
for contacting engagement with the contact means of a selected memory 
button so as to transfer data from the portable computing device to the 
selected memory button, or from the selected memory button to the 
portable computing device, as desired : 

(c) a portable oomputing device having o momory; 
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(d) q firot data tranofor link, whoroby tho portable) oomputing dovioo io in 
olootronio oommunioation with tho momot) 1 button p yobo; 

(de) a central computer having a database for storing data relating to the 
equipment unit, said central computer being at a location remote from the 
equipment unit; and 

(e f) a second data transfer link, whereby the portable computing device is in 
electronic communication with the central computer and database; 

wherein each memory button is mounted on or in the equipment uni t, in proximity to a 
selected component of the equipment unit 

Claim 2 (original): The system of claim 1 wherein the portable computing device is a 
personal digital assistant. 

Claim 3 (original): The system of claim 1 wherein the portable computing device is a 
laptop computer. 

Claim 4 (original): The system of claim 1 wherein the second data transfer link is a 
wireless data transfer link. 

Claim 5 (original): The system of claim 4 wherein the wireless data transfer link is a 
wireless connection through a computer network. 

Claim 6 (original): The system of claim 4 wherein the wireless data transfer link is a 
connection through a telecommunications satellite system. 

Claim 7 (original): The system of claim 1 wherein the central computer is a computer 
network server. 

Claim 8 (original): The system of claim 7 wherein the computer network server is 
protected by a firewall. 

Claim 9 (original): The system of claim 1 wherein the equipment unit is an aircraft. 
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Claim 10 (currently amended): A method of storing and retrieving inspection and 
maintenance information regarding an equipment unit, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

fa) providing a portable computing device having a memory and a user 
interface whereby a user may enter user-defined data and commands into 
said memory: 

(b a) providing a memory button, oaid memory button boing adapted to pomiit 
clcotronio otorago of data therein, and to pormit reading of data otorod 
Ihepeia button comprising: 

b. 1 a read- write memory chip, said memory chip having stored therein 
a unique and unalterable identification number: and 

b,2 an armoured container encasing the memory chip and comprising 
contact means electrically connected to the memory chip: 

(cb) installing said memory button on or in the equipment unit in oonvoniont 
proximity to a selected inopootion and maintcnanoo point component of 
the equipment unit : 

(d e) providing a memory button probo adaptod for transferring data to, and for 
reading data otorod iiij the memory button probe, said probe being 
electronically connectable to the portable computing device by means of a 
first data link, said memory button probe having contact means adapted 
for contactin g engagement with the contact means of the memory button 
so as to transfer data from the portable computing device to the memory 
button, or from the memory button to the portable computing device, as 
desired : 

W providing a portablo computing device) having a memory^ and having « 

firot data tronofor link whereby oaid portablo oomputing dovioo io in 
oloctronio oommunioation with tho memory button pyoboj 
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(e) providing, at a location remote from the equipment unit, a central 
computer having a database, said central computer having a second data 
transfer link whereby the central computer is in electronic communication 
with the portable computing device; device, and said database having 
technical information relating to the equipment unit stored therein; 

(f) ao dooirod^ otoring toohnioal information relating to tho oquipmont unit in 

(g) ao dooipod, otowng toohniool information relating to tho oquipmont unit i n 
tho memory button; 

(h) ao dcoirod t engaging tho momory button p robo with tho 111011101/ button, oo 
aa to road oolootod data otorod thoroin^ and to tranomit ooid oolootod data 
via oaid firofrdata tronofor link to tho portable* oomputing dovioo; 

ao dooirod, tronomitting a oignal from tho portablo oomputing dovioo to the 

oontral computer ria oaid oooond dato tmnofog link, inotnicting the control 
eomputor to tranomit oolootod data from tho databaoo to tho portablo 
oomputing dovicc via tho oooond data tronofor link; 

(f i) performing an inspection or maintenance task on the equipment unit; 

(g k) entering task performance information into the portable computing device 
relating to the performance of said inspection or maintenance task; and 

(hi) engaging the contact means of the memory button probe with the contact 
means of the memory button so as to electronically tranpmitting transmit a 
signal, corresponding to said task performance information, from the 
portable computing device to the memory button, via said first data 
transfer link and the memory button probe, so as to store said task 
performance information on the memory button, button; and 
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(m) olootronioolly — tranomitting — a oignol, oorooponding — to oaid — task 
porfomanoo information, from tho portoblo oomputing dovioo to tho 
oontml oomputori via oaid oooond data tmnofor linlc, do ao to otopo oaid took 
poffomuwoo information in tho datoboooi 

Claim 11 (original): The method of claim 10 wherein the portable computing device is 
a personal digital assistant. 

Claim 12 (original): The method of claim 10 wherein the portable computing device is 
a laptop computer. 

Claim 13 (original): The method of claim 10 wherein the second data transfer link is a 
wireless data transfer link. 

Claim 14 (original): The method of claim 13 wherein the wireless data transfer link is a 
wireless connection through a computer network. 

Claim 15 (original): The method of claim 13 wherein the wireless data transfer link is a 
connection through a telecommunications satellite system. 

Claim 16 (original): The method of claim 10 wherein the central computer is a 
computer network server. 

Claim 17 (original): The method of claim 16 wherein the computer network server is 
protected by a firewall. 

Claim 18 (original): The method of claim 16, further comprising the step of accessing 
the database of the computer network server from a user computer via connection to a 
computer network. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 8, further comprising the step 
of downloading data from the database of the computer network server and storing a 
back-up copy of the data on the user computer. 

Claim 20 (original): The method of claim 10 wherein the equipment unit is an aircraft. 
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Claim 21 (new): The method of claim 10 comprising the further step of transmitting a 
signal from the portable computing device to the central computer via said second data 
transfer link, instructing the central computer to transmit selected technical information 
from the database to the portable computing device via the second data transfer link. 

Claim 22 (new): The method of claim 21 comprising the further step of transferring 
technical information from the portable computing device to the memory button by 
engaging the memory button probe with the memory button. 

Claim 23 (new): The method of claim 10 comprising the further step of engaging the 
memory button probe with the memory button, so as to read selected data stored therein, 
and to transmit said selected data via said first data transfer link to the portable 
computing device. 

Claim 24 (new): The method of claim 10 comprising the further step of electronically 
transmitting a signal, corresponding to said task performance information, from the 
portable computing device to the central computer, via said second data transfer link, so 
as to store said task performance information in the database. 

Claim 25 (new): A method of storing and retrieving inspection and maintenance 
information regarding an equipment unit, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a portable computing device having a memory and a user 
interface whereby a user may enter user-defined data and commands into 
said memory; 

(b) providing a memory button comprising: 

b.l a read-write memory chip, said memory chip having stored therein 
a unique and unalterable identification number; and 

b.2 an armoured container encasing the memory chip and comprising 
contact means electrically connected to the memory chip; 
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(c) installing said memory button on or in the equipment unit in proximity to 
a selected component of the equipment unit; 

(d) providing a memory button probe, said probe being electronically 
connectable to the portable computing device by means of a first data link, 
said memory button probe having contact means adapted for contacting 
engagement with the contact means of the memory button so as to transfer 
data from the portable computing device to the memory button, or from 
the memory button to the portable computing device, as desired; 

(e) providing, at a location remote from the equipment unit, a central 
computer having a database, said central computer having a second data 
transfer link whereby the central computer is in electronic communication 
with the portable computing device, and said database having technical 
information relating to the equipment unit stored therein; 

(0 transmitting a signal from the portable computing device to the central 
computer via said second data transfer link, instructing the central 
computer to transmit, from the database to the portable computing device 
via the second data transfer link, selected technical information relating to 
an inspection or maintenance task pertaining to the selected component of 
the equipment unit; 

(g) transferring said technical information from the portable computing device 
to the memory button by engaging the memory button probe with the 
memory button; 

(h) performing said inspection or maintenance task on the equipment unit; 

(i) entering task performance information into the portable computing device 
relating to the performance of said inspection or maintenance task; 
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(j) engaging the contact means of the memory button probe with the contact 
means of the memory button so as to electronically transmit a signal, 
corresponding to said task performance information, from the portable 
computing device to the memory button, via said first data transfer link 
and the memory button probe, so as to store said task performance 
information on the memory button; and 

(k) electronically transmitting a signal, corresponding to said task 
performance information, from the portable computing device to the 
central computer, via said second data transfer link, so as to store said task 
performance information in the database. 
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